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	 Attachm 't to OBBA.17711.

S UBjECT: A trip to LUGANSK, Ukraine , in August/S ptembai' 1962

SOURCE:	 "Tanya" near Bristol, England. Reported by Z. who talked
to the Soarc	 immediately after her return from the Soviet
.Union on 5 Sep 1962.

Tanya - aged 40, was born in Donbass,Uktaine; arrived in Englane
in 1947 from Germany;her parents and a brother live in LUGAiSK
or near LUGANSK. She married a Scotchman who served till
1961 with the Britidh Army as sergeant major - Signals.
They have three sons, the oldestased 10.

Ta nya visited her parents In the Ukraine twice before.
In Aug/Sep 1962 she stayed in LUGANSK and neighbourhood for
5 weeks and returned to LONDON on 5 Sep 1962. She flew
from London to MOscow and then went by train from Moscow to
LUGANSK and back.

DATE:	 2 Oc tober 1962

1. The story of NOVOCHERKASSK - uprising. 

During the Source's stay In LUGANSK all people were talking
about the NOVOCHERKASAC-uprising. All : sympathised with its participants
and there was a general admiration for them. The Source did not think
that people were frightened by its failure. On the contrary,there was
a general excitment , the anti-system exptessions and manifestations
did not subdue but increased , the regime compromised itself defini-
tely and au gmented the ferment existing among populace and the
youth in particular.

The Uprising started as a peaceful orderly demonstration
of young workers and students who protested against the rise of
production norms and the rise of meat and butter prices.
It tested for several days in spite of militia-efforts to disperse
the demonstrators and convince them to go home. All threats and
persuasions of Party and KGB organs remained in vain and the ranks
of youth isms larger and larger. Already on the second day they were
joined by".Mnjority of workers including many women. Finally , practicall:
all population of the city was demonstrating . However, even then
there were no vielent excesses and everything was done vary orderly
restricting itself to marches, protests, speeches aso.

Faced by the failure of militia to handle the demonstrat-
ions the Party decided to get support from ROSTOV. They could not
however get it because in the meantime the south dismantled:a part
of rail-tracks. Then the situation became serious and the authoritles
decided to send a tank-unit from ROSTOV to quell "the uprising".

When the tank-unit arrived it was met by the ranks of
demonstrators. They began to explain to the coTmandsr of the tank-unit
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what they were demonsitIating against. Very soon the commander was
convinced that they were no "cdhter =revolutionaries" but working
people "like us". He told them they were right and he was not going
to order .hie troops to shoot Um on unarmed youth. Then he commanded
his unit to retreat and shot himself axplalning before that this
W38 the only way out for him. q e refused to fulfil an order and they
would shoot him anyway. But by shooting himself he wants also to
join the demonstrating youth in its protest against the treatment
they get from the regime.

According to . what the Source was told the comeander shot
himslef In front of his unit and it made am very depressive impact
on other officers who followed at once his order to retreat.

A few'days later "the regime" sent special detachments of
"mongols" with " slit eyes" who made a terrible bloodshed in NOVO-
CHERKASSK. They didn't spare even chiaten many of whom were killed
during the massa ere.

2 -The Strike In ODESSA in July 1962.

In July 1962 there was a strike of lock-workers loading
butter. The dock workers discovered pretty soon that they were

, loading butter for abroad and stooped their work. They organized a
' meeting and the main theme was "why the goverment ws sending butter
to various Cubes while at the same time there was no butter for us2"
Militia tried to disperse the meeting and it came to some scuffling
and beatings. However, militia could handle the strike without any
wider implications.

3. She attempt on KHRUEHCHTV'S life. 

Al2 people were still talking about the attempt on Khrushchev's
life in the second half of viarch 1962 that took place in MINSK.
According to what the Source was told Nikita Sergeyevich was
boasting about great aehlevments of the Soviet economy and hapey
life of the Soviet petbples. One Byelorussian officer was fed up
with it ,drew his pistl and wounded Khrustchev's left shoulder.
For the next 5 or 6 weeks Nikita did not show himself anywhere
and during the '"ay parade all people noticed that his left arm was
stiff and he applauded only with r14ht hand.

4. Anti-liegime sentiments of  the population. 

The youth criticizes the regime openly. Very popular are
anti-regime jokes and circulate freely. The people are very
dissatisfied and angered. The Source was convinced that in case
of some turbulance of revolution there would be a terilble bloodshed.
The first to go would be the party and factory bosses( "wse nacalstvo").
Or the Source visited her friend in LUCTANSK. The latter's Viebadd
did just arrive with his wages. He complained that they cheated him
againS and one day "he probably will get his wife the heads of
his bosses on a plIter" . All people are charged with very strong
anti-rerzime sentiments and according to what the Source was told
" they only wait for something to happen". "Just one spark and there
will be a terrible conflagration".



The Source saw herself in LUGANSK . Ukrainian tridents
painted and carved on fences,walls,-and on benches in parks. She met
many West-Ukrainians diserywhere in Donbass. The Source thought that
this was mostly their doing who have gained a very great respect
among the local people. She talked to one of the West Ukrainians
who told her how they fought aginst the Russians in West Ukraine,
how after the war disappeared without any traces many Soviet
nachalniks of NKVD,party and adminIstration, and even military
officers. Another West Ukrainian gave the Source the address of his
brother in LONDON and asked her to ask his brother why he stopped
writing him.

In many houses he Source saw icons and. **ell tridents. Again
she thought that thlWan "job” of West Ukrainians.

In some places, mainly in closets the Source saw many anti-
regime Slogans. Thus on the train from LUGANSK to MOSCOW she read
one in the WC sayings " Death to couhLunist torments, Freedom to
the people" ("Smart' komunistichnym palacham, svoboda narodu").

Nobody was much impresed with the cosmonauts. The Source
, heard usual comments: ".But what have!ot from the cosmonauts

when we don't have any butter or meat and everything Is very
expensive".

5. General situation.

The people have very little money and on the other hnd
all is very expensive. Average wages	 35-40 Rubel per monts. The
peasants get about 60 kopeek per day.

The prttces continue to rise, not only those of meat and
butter. The people complain about the last monetary reform which
worsened their situation. In the beginning they did not feel so
much but now after prices continue to rise they suffer from it
very badly.

Glass of tea that unotxt was 10 kop eek before the moneta-
ry reform is now New kopeek 4 , i.e. 4 times more. Loaf of bread Is
NR 1.- or 1.20. 1 kg of herings is NR 2.-. And recently even they .
were scarce. Potatoes is a standard meal eaten at breakfast, lunch,

. and sup ner. This year it was -an 1p pad with vegetables. But
potatoes ware bad because of 	 . There is sufficient supnly
of bread and of vodka. It is very difClcult to get meat and fat , in
particular butter. It isn't even easy to get sufficient amonyt of

, coal for heating. One gets it by bribing the drivers who transoort
it with trucks. For certain sums . they are ready to drop some coal
on apoointed spots.

The Source was in the coutryside and saw sme kolhosps.
She also saw how the milkmaidsvere fulfilling their norms. They filled
the bucket half with water and then began to milk the cows.
But they are not the only ones who cheat. Everybody does it.

Even physicians expect now some "extra-payment". Everybody
takes it for granted, because Oeryone "makes combinations and organize
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The Source met a friend of her Itxxx youth.: He is a war-invalid.
His pension Is very small and he could not live upon it. Therefore
he had to start "to organize". He does quite a lot black marketing
and by now acquired a motorbike and some other similar "assets".
He told her quite frankly that he could not have goetn a regular
way. He fustified ,however, his doins by pointing out to the
"deals" of nachalstvo who make real "slelky" (shady transactions).
The "bargains" of small people cannot even be'compated with what
is going on "on higher levels".

6. ReliKion.

,	 Many people, mostly elderly ones, go to church. The regime
is not satisfied ,however, with the fact that also some younger
people are getting "contaminated" with religion.

The Source tOok part in a funeral. T:e priest could not
so together with the people but joined them first in the cemetery.
This is prescribed by law that a priest cannot ac3ompany funeral
in the street.


